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By Andrew Kekacs
Business Writer

AP |
Cenptral Maine Power Co. has
reached an agreement with the

. Envir ntal Pr i
Agency over the cleanup of a haz-
a waste site'in Augusta.

According to a civil suit and
consent decree filed Friday at
U.S. District -Court in Bangor,
CMP could be required to pay up
to $16 million to remove oil taint-
ed with polychlorinated bi-
phenyls (PCBs) from soil and
water  around the bankrupt F.
O’Connor Co. in Augusta. PCBs
are suspected of causing cancer.

The O’Connor property is on
the EPA’s list of hazardous-

waste sites earmaked for.

cleanup under federal Superfund
legislation. In a statement issued
Friday, the EPA said the F.
O’Connor Co. began operating a
salvage yard on the site in the
early 1950s. ‘
Operations included stripping
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and recycling transformers con-
taining PCB-laden'oil. The trans-
formers came primarily from
CMP, according {to the govern-
ment statement. £

In 1976, the Maine Department
of Environmental Protection
found high levels 6f PCBs in soils
at the site. The EPA began in-
vestigating the property in 1982
and added it to thé:Superfund list
the following yeat:-

Clark Irwin, aCMP spokes-
man, said the Augusta electrical
utility’s only involvement at the
site was to sell used and surplus
transformers to O’Connor. Even
so, the Superfund law put CMP in
the chain of responsibility for
cleaning up the pollutants.

Julie Belaga, administrator of
the regional EPA office in Bos-
ton, praised the utility’s conduct
during the investigation.

“CMP has cooperated con-
structively throughout the Super-
fund process,” Belaga said.
“The utility conducted a success-
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ful investigation early on at the
site and has now agreed to follow
through with the cleanup.” .
Although CMP has accepted le-
gal responsibility for the work,
Irwin said the utility’s.sharehold-
ers and customers will not neces-
.sarily be forced to bear all of the
costs. The utility’s liability insur-
ance might cover the expense, he |
said.
-CMP also might pursue others

from the owners of O’Connor
through Westinghouse Electric
Corp., which made the
transformers.

“If we are handed a bill for
these costs, we will attempt to
recover from other responsible
parties,” said Irwin.

The public will have until the
middle of January to comment
on the proposed consent decree.
.Copies will be available for pub-
lic review at U.S. District Court °
in Bangor and the Lithgow Pub- |
lic Library in Augusta. /
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